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In my first years as a United Methodist, | kept hearing about *“Annual Conference.” Every summer,
there was a lot of “buzz” and enthusiasm as people chatted about it during coffee hour. | knew that
the minister and some church delegates went, and | had a vague notion that a combination of voting
business and fun occurred. It was years before | really understood how important Annual
Conference is to United Methodist congregational life. My impression was that it was much like
any other professional conference—nice to attend but not connected to anything particularly
critical. Was | wrong!

Annual Conference is the annual business meeting of all clergy and lay representatives in the New
England Annual Conference. All Annual Conferences, or districts, in the United Methodist Church
meet in June to debate and vote on upcoming issues of church law that go on to the quadrennial
General Conference for final action. Worship and ordination are two very important functions of
Annual Conference.

Church law in the United Methodist Church comes from people attending the Annual Conferences.
It is a democratic process. Unlike many other denominations that are very hierarchical and
authoritarian, our denomination rules are not dictated from a central office or group. We are a
*““connectional” denomination, meaning that we decide issues of church structure, policy and
finance ““in connection with” each other across the denomination.

“Annual Conference” seems like an odd name for a meeting. “Annual Conference” has historical
origins. In the mid-1700s, when Methodist circuit riders were serving congregations along the mid-
Atlantic and New England coasts, John Wesley realized that their lives were very isolated and
lonely as they rode up to 30 miles every day, serving frontier populations. Wesley called for
preachers to meet once each year, usually in Philadelphia or New York early on, for worship,
mutual support, to examine and appoint new preachers, and to ensure uniformity in preaching
church doctrine.

By the early 1800s, the Methodist church grew so that meetings became quarterly conferences and
were regionalized. The label “Annual Conference” evolved to name geographical regions that meet
annually. Until the late 1800s, only clergy attended Annual Conference. This meant that clergy
exclusively formulated church law and rules. A popular movement to allow representation of laity
at Annual Conferences passed only after decades of struggle. Thus, deciding United Methodist law

that makes up the United Methodist Discipline became a more democratic and inclusive process

Continued in page 05 ...




WHO to Meet

The next meeting of WHO (Women Helping Others) will be on Wednesday, June 21 at 7:15
p.m. We'll be working on plans for fall activities, including our first annual booth presence at the
Horatio Alger Street Fair. Come join the fun!

Happy Birthday to

Our Congratulations to _ _
03 Michael Zaia

This year’s graduates! 07 Sally Williams
Julie Bastian 08 Felicia Mayers
Kevin Halliday 11 Chet Dorchester
Dan Swett 15 Emily Papile
Pastor Linda 16 Arthur Morin

18 Katherine Little
Cynthia Gloria and Jim Rice, whose civil marriage 21 Ken COX_
will be solemnized in a church ceremony on June 17. 21 Laura Zaia

22 Adra Kearney
23 David Adeoso
23 Bill Tkachuk
24 Pheobe Cox

30 Heather Collette
30 Doris Russell

Our Prayers of Gratitude for

Cyril Dasari’s recovery from surgery.

Our Condolences to
Happy Anniversary to

The How family upon the loss of Teresa’s uncle in
New York on May 31.

The Halliday family upon the loss of the mother of 14 Dick Anderson & Lynn
Anne’s sister-in-law 17 Arthur Bertram-Morin &
Doris

24 Phil Williams & Sally

Walk with Pastor Linda!

Starting on June 5, Pastor Linda will be walking in Ghiloni Park, across from the Marlborough
Country Club, at 7:30 every Monday morning throughout the summer and fall.

Anyone interested in walking for health and fellowship is welcome to come walk with the pastor.
Just remember to make this a safe experience. Wear sturdy and comfortable walking shoes and
comfortable clothing. Don’t forget to use sun glasses, sunscreen, lotion, or insect repellant
according to your own body’s requirements.

Get your week started out “on the right foot” with fresh air and a walk in the park!
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TREASURER REPORT
FOR
APRIL 2006
INCOME
INFORMATION NOT KNOWN AT TIME OF REPORT.

DISBURSEMENTS

ALL OPEN BILLS WERE PAID THIS MONTH. WE PAID $ 6,945 IN BILLS. YEAR TO DATE
EXPENSES ARE $ 24,491, THIS REPRESENTS 35% OF BUDGET. THIS IS 1% HIGHER THAN
BUDGET FOR THIS TIME PERIOD. ELECTRIC, OFFICE SUPPLIES, AND OIL ARE
RUNNING A LITTLE HIGHER THAN BUDGETED.

ENDING BALANCE IN CHECKING ACCOUNT

WE ENDED THE MONTH WITH $ 707.00 IN THE CHECKING ACCOUNT.

PASS THROUGH REPORT

PASS THROUGH ACCOUNTS ARE HEALTHY.

CONFERENCE STATUS

MADE A PAYMENT TO CONFERENCE OF $ 2,000.00

ART BASTIAN
TREASURER - FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
13 MAY 2006

Save the Date!

July 14, 15, 16
July 14: A national film crew from United Methodist News Service arrives in Marlborough.
Tentative church cookout at the parsonage in North Grafton.

July 15: Saturday. The film crew tapes a documentary about our church’s connection to the
Boston Seafarer Friend ministry in Boston Harbor. Youth travel to the harbor for a workday
for filming.

July 16: Special Sunday worship and celebration of mission activities in our church.

Page 03



Those on our prayer chain:

e Prayers for the Howe family on the loss of Teresa’s uncle in May.

e Prayers for the Nisbett and Mayers family on the loss of Sandra and Sharon’s mother
Geraldine Nisbett.

e Prayers of thanksgiving for successful surgery and recuperation for Cyril Dasare and Doris
Russell.

e Prayers for wisdom and discernment in carrying out the business of the church at Annual
Conference this year.

e Prayers for Monia Halliday, in hospice care.

e Prayers of condolence, peace and comfort for the sisters at New Horizons, on the deaths of
four sisters in the last month.

e Prayers for our young people in military service: Natasha Papile, Troy Desrosiers, Tony
Parker, and Randy Revell.

Prayers for those with complex health issues:

Rick Brenner Rick Nash Robin Reike Gail Branavan
Jim Frazier Antonio Calvanese  Dave Belus Jim Fay
Maggie Carroll

For those recently hospitalized:
Bess Cowan Kay Little Stanley Jarado Dave Locklin

Ongoing prayers for:

Joel Graeca Nathaniel Priest Edna Matthews Al & Olga Racca
David Fields Vanessa Kelly Pat Desrosiers J. Michael Hoag
Ron Naph Matilda Mayers

Food Bank

Our designated item for the Food Bank this month is disposable diapers. The most needed
sizes are 3, 4 and 5. Please remember to pick up a bag of diapers as you do your grocery
shopping. Then place them in the appropriate box in the vestry by the first Sunday in July for
blessing on Communion Sunday. We practice special offerings for those less fortunate, in
keeping with early Christian tradition of almsgiving at Communion time.
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Cont.. from Page 01

However, only men were permitted to attend Annual Conference until the turn of the
twentieth century, after women fought for several decades for the privilege to serve as
delegates to General Conference.

During the past decades, representation at Annual Conference has become much more
representative of the United Methodist population. Each year, “equalization” delegates are
chosen to ensure adequate representation for men, women, minorities and youth.

First United Methodist Church, Marlborough has two votes at Annual Conference, based
on our church size: one clergy vote, and one lay delegate vote. If we actively nominated
members for the equalization positions, our church could have more influence at Annual
Conference. Having a delegate on the floor during all business sessions at Annual
Conference is our only means of influencing how our Conference and our denomination
runs.

Yes, it is a big task to carve out three days to attend the business sessions, listen to the
detailed and often heated debate, and to vote on every issue. Democracy is often messy
because people have voice, and time/energy are the prices we pay to keep our democratic
privilege of having a voice in our current operations and future success as a denomination.

If you would like to find out more about attending Annual Conference as an observer or
voting delegate, please see Pastor Linda. We need to start deciding now how much
influence we want our church to have at Annual Conference 2007.

You Are Invited!

“Sing Your Faith” Concert featuring the MFUMC Choir
joining other Methodist Choirs

Sunday, June 4 at 4 PM
Fisk United Methodist Church
106 Walnut Street (off Route 9 eastbound)
Natick, MA

Meet at 3 PM at the Church for Carpool!
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JUNE 2006 CHURCH CALENDAR

Thursday 7.00 PM

Saturday 10.00 AM

Sunday 9:30 AM

10.00 AM

4.00 PM

Monday 10.00 AM

Tuesday 7.15PM

Wednesday 2.00 PM

7.00 PM

Thursday 8.00 AM

7.00 PM

Friday 8:30 AM

Saturday 8:30AM

Sunday 9:30AM

10.00 AM

11:30 AM

Monday 10.00 AM
TBA

Tuesday 7:15 PM

Thursday 4.00 PM

7.00 PM

Saturday 10.00 AM

Sunday 9:30 AM

10.00 AM

11:30 AM

11:30-1.00 PM

Monday 10.00 AM

Tuesday 7:15 PM

Wednesday 7:15 PM

Thursday 7:00 PM

Friday 7.00 PM

Sunday 9:30 AM

10.00 AM

11:30 AM

Monday 10.00 AM

Tuesday 7:15 PM

Wednesday 7.00 PM

Worship at New Horizons with Holy Communion
Choir rehearses for Sing Your Faith concert in Natick
Choir Practice, Sanctuary

Pentecost Morning Worship with Holy Communion
Sing Your Faith Concert, Fisk Memorial in Natick
Adult Bible Study, home of Bess Cowan

Choir Rehearsal, Sanctuary

Annual Conference begins at Gordon College,
Wenham

Trustees Meet, Education Room

Annual Conference Continues

Worship at New Horizons Assisted Living Chapel
Annual Conference Business Session continues
Annual Conference Business Session continues
Choir Rehearsal, Sanctuary

Morning Worship, Children’s Day Celebration
Cookout and ongoing celebration in parking lot, vestry
Adult Bible Study, home of Bess Cowan

Possible packing of material aid for Nicaragua, donated
by churches at Annual Conference

Choir Rehearsal, Sanctuary

Marlborough Interfaith Clergy Meeting

Worship at New Horizons Assisted Living
Confirmands visit Temple Emmanuel in Marlborough
Choir Rehearsal, Sanctuary

Morning Worship, Sanctuary

Church Council, Education Room

Youth Group Meets

Adult Bible Study, home of Bess Cowan

Choir Rehearsal, Sanctuary

W.H.O. (Women Helping Others) Meets, Vestry
Worship at New Horizons Assisted Living Chapel
Chowder Bowl at Springfield College; Dan Swett
Plays in fundraiser for Shriners’ Children’s Hospital
Choir Rehearsal, Sanctuary

Morning Worship, Confirmation Sunday

Pastor Parish Committee meets, Education Room
Adult Bible Study, home of Bess Cowan

Choir Practice, Sanctuary

Worship at New Horizons Assisted Living Chapel

Our church’s email address has changed!

Please begin sending emails to marlborofumc@verizon.net for Pastor Linda and to
rosefumc@verizon.net for Rose
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It's Potluck Timel!

There will be a potluck cookout lunch after the church service on Sunday, June 11. Hot
dogs and hamburgers will be available, and there is a sign-up sheet in the vestry for
those who wish to contribute side dishes and desserts.

News from Sunday school Staff

The Sunday school staff has been preparing a Safe Sanctuary Policy. The purpose of the
policy is to ensure the safety of our young people as they participate in on-site and off-site
church activities. A draft of the policy will be considered by Church Council and Trustees
over the next month. Some improvements in our Sunday School facilities and practices
will happen this summer so that we can implement our new policy starting in September.

Over the past four years, United Methodist Churches have adopted Safe Sanctuary
policies to assure parents of the congregation’s commitment to keeping children safe in
their church lives. This policy is one result of heightened public awareness of children’s
vulnerability to all kinds of unsafe conditions, including abuse by adults.

Many churches have noticed that new families start attending their churches when they
publicize their commitment to child safety. Congratulations to the Sunday School staff
and other interested church members for time and attention to the future well being of our
young people!

June 11

10AM
Church Celebration and Cookout
Children’s Day Worship and Graduation Recognition

11 AM
All-Church Cookout. Everyone is invited for great
fellowship, food and fun activities for children.
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United
Methodist
Church

Pastor Linda Stetter

First United Methodist Church of Marlborough
52 Church Street

Marlborough, MA 01752

(508)485-1980

Email: marlborofumc@verizon.net
Website: www.marlboroumc.com

Address Correction Requested




